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Abstract

Nihilism concerns contemporary human life both practically and theoretically. Preceding
Nietzsche, who attracted minds toward nihilism, it was predominantly viewed historically.
Yet Heidegger introduced a philosophical perspective, emphasizing the relationship between
"Nothingness" in relation to the questioning of "Being" as the possible path to the encounter
of nihilism. This philosophical shift prompted exploration of alternative traditions aiming to
comprehend Nothingness and, consequently, engage with nihilism. Following this line of
thought, according to some of these traditions, has been fulfilled by those who agree with this
analysis. Investigating the potential of al-Hikmat al-Muta’aliyah in this context, the paper
delves into how this Islamic philosophical tradition interprets Nothingness (‘Adam) and
explores the possibilities it presents for encountering nihilism. Additionally, the study draws
upon insights from scholars such as Henry Corbin and Toshihiko lzutsu, elucidating
concealed possibilities for Verwindung (rather than Uberwindung) nihilism, such as the
concept of “Non-Conditional as the Source of Division” (lG-be-Sart Magsami). The analysis
reveals that, informed by these perspectives and some other brought about mystical traditions,
al-Hikmat al-Muta’aliyah possesses the capacity to engage meaningfully with nihilism.
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The Possibilities of al-Hikmat al-Muta’aliyah
for Encountering Nihilism

Extended abstract

Introduction

The etymology of nihilism suggests that all its various meanings invariably refer to
"Nothingness," thereby different conceptions of "Nothingness” can shape our
encounter with nihilism. Within al-Hekmat al-Muta’aliyah, notions of
"Nothingness™ (‘ddam) are proposed to contribute to existing literature and offer
pathways for engaging with nihilism. Thus, this article probes whether the
conceptual framework of al-Hekmat al-Muta‘aliyah can indeed yield possibilites for
confronting nihilism. The claim put forth here is that despite the extensive scrutiny
al-Hekmat al-Muta’aliyah has undergone, there are no implicit possibility within it
for articulating "Nothingness". Instead, this article argues that by highlighting certain
reflections brought about by comparative philosophers, al-Hekmat al-Muta’aliyah
might offer interpretative possibilities in facing nihilism.

Theoretical Basis

Before Heidegger, nihilism was predominantly seen as a historical quandary. While
Nietzsche touched on a philosophical confrontation with nihilism, his focus on
"European Nihilism" somewhat limited the scope of his analysis geographically.
However, with Heidegger, the notion of "Nothingness" in connection to the question
of Being was deemed necessary for encountering nihilism. He asserted that varied
conceptions of Nothingness could lead to a Verwindung of nihilism, rather than a
Uberwindung, which he deemed neither feasible nor desirable. Heidegger noted
resemblances between his reflections and those emerging in Eastern Asia. This
article explores this relationship with al-Hekmat al-Muta‘aliyah and examines the
potential it holds for encountering nihilism.

Results

This article demonstrates that al-Hekmat al-Muta‘aliyah addresses ‘Adam through at
least four categories: (1) the conception of 'Adam; (2) Hylomorphism (Hayolaye
Awali); (3) motion and stillness (Harekat wa Sukun); and (4) "aggregated



nothingness” (‘Adam Mojame°). The prevailing view among members of al-Hekmat
al-Muta’aliyah is that Nothingness is contingent upon Being and can only be
understood within the context of Being. Consequently, Nothingness is neither a
tangible entity nor a phenomenon that can manifest in reality; thus, it cannot possess
any attributes, with some even arguing it is inconceivable. As a result, all
conceptions of Nothingness within al-Hekmat al-Muta’aliyah are metonymical, and
a true discourse on Nothingness remains elusive. Despite this, the issue, configured
as the paradox of absolute nothingness, has elicited responses within al-Hekmat al-
Muta’aliyah, yet none of these responses adequately address the challenge of
encountering nihilism. Nonetheless, some comparative philosophers, such as Henry
Corbin and Toshihiko lzutsu, have underscored concepts within al-Hekmat al-
Muta’aliyah that aid in grasping Nothingness, such as "Non-Conditional as the
Source of Division" (la-be-Sart Magsami), which Izutsu likened to the "no (no not-
being)" of Zhuangzi and identified with the concept of "Nothingness” in Eastern
wisdom. This notion has been further expounded upon in the works of Daryush
Sayegan and Qasem Kakai. Consequently, akin to how Nishitani Keiji considered
"Stnyata" a tool for engaging with nihilism, it can be posited that /i-be-Sart
Magsami is the contribution al-Hekmat al-Mutaaliyah makes to the existing
discourse.

Conclusions

In conclusion, al-Hekmat al-Muta‘aliyah can partially contribute to the confrontation
with nihilism and offer possibilities for a Verwindung. These potentials are attained
by a critical examination of al-Hekmat al-Muta‘aliyah, along with a recognition of
its boundaries, while augmenting it with insights gleaned from comparative studies
within the discipline. The concept of /a-be-Sart Magsami can be interpreted in this
context, suggesting that absolute nothingness might be conceived as a plenitude akin
to absolute being, rather than solely as void. Through this approach, avenues can
open up to confront nihilism in al-Hekmat al-Muta‘aliyah.
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